
Dear Rising 7th and 8th Grade Raiders and Families, 
 
A study at John Hopkins University concluded that students experience learning and reading loss when they are not 
taking part in active education. This “Summer Slide” can account for up to two months of academic loss.  Research 
has shown that reading and enriching summer activities can eliminate this loss of learning. In fact, the number of 
books read during the summer is consistently correlated to academic gains because students return to school ready 
to continue their learning with little or no learning loss.  
 
We believe encouraging students to read year-round is essential to building lifelong learners. As a result, we hereby 
officially challenge you to read at least two books from the Battle of the Books list.  Not only will you discover the 
joy of being lost in a book, but you will also benefit academically.  

Summer Reading Challenge:  Choose two (2) new-to-you titles from the following list to read over the summer.  
Collect important information about the book as you read so you are ready to complete the Summer Reading 
Challenge assignment when you return in the fall.  Attached is a graphic organizer that includes information you 
should gather about the books you read.  This can be completed on any paper.   

The Battle of the Books list for 2022-2023 includes   the following titles.  Click   
on the link to learn more about the books  :  

● Airman by Eoin Colfer
● Black Brother, Black Brother by Jewell Parker Rhodes**
● City Spies by James Ponti**
● Healer of the Water Monster by Brian Young
● House Arrest by K. A. Holt**
● I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai^^
● Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus  by Dusti Bowling
● Starfish  by Lisa Fipps
● The Bitter Side of Sweet  by Tara Sullivan
● The First Rule of Punk by Celia C. Perez
● The Ruins of Gorlan by John Flanagan
● The Shape of Thunder by Jasmine Warga
● The War that Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley
● To Night Owl from Dogfish by Holly Goldberg Sloan & Meg Wolitzer
● When Stars Are Scattered  by Victoria Jamieson & Omar Mohamed**

**Indicates books that are currently planned for the 2022-23 parent/student/teacher book club, Reading 
Raiders.  Many Language Arts teachers offer extra credit to students who attend these events throughout the 
year.  ^^ Indicates Young Adult Version of title.

To access these titles, you can use your student ID to check them out from the public 
library or purchase them online or at your local bookstore.  On Saturday, June 11, we will be partnering with Barnes 
and Noble at Biltmore Park for a Rugby Middle School Book Fair Fundraiser.  This would be a great time to 
purchase any summer reading choices while also making a donation as a percentage of all sales will go to our 
school.  Attached is the barcode to scan with your purchase on June 11.  We hope to see you there! 

These books are meant to be enjoyed and to engage you over the summer. Click HERE to preview the books 
before making your selection.   You can also check this list out in your 2021-2022 ELA Google Classroom.  Have fun 
reading! 

Sincerely,

Rugby Middle School 7th and 8th Grade ELA Department

Friendly reminders: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1muM-1-GDMsd-miI9L3K8cFowYjH2hmL54DlyiIH75gQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1muM-1-GDMsd-miI9L3K8cFowYjH2hmL54DlyiIH75gQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1muM-1-GDMsd-miI9L3K8cFowYjH2hmL54DlyiIH75gQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1muM-1-GDMsd-miI9L3K8cFowYjH2hmL54DlyiIH75gQ/edit?usp=sharing


Your student ID is an easy way to check out books at your local library.
These titles are available wherever books are sold or lent.
Adults are encouraged to read as well. Join the fun!


