	[image: image6.jpg]



	Homeless Education Link Project
Henderson County Public Schools

	March 2012
	Volume 1, Number 1

	Who is homeless?
(McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act of 2001 – Title X, Part C of the No Child Left Behind Act – Sec 725)
The term “homeless children and youth”—
A. means individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence…; and
B. includes —
i. children and youths who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative accommodations; are living in emergency or transitional shelters; are abandoned in hospitals; or are awaiting foster care placement;
ii. children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings…
iii. children and youths who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings; and
iv. migratory children who qualify as homeless for the purposes of this subtitle because the children are living in circumstances described in clauses (i) through (iii).
	Welcome to the HELP Newsletter!
Henderson County Public Schools Homeless Education Link Project or HELP Program is excited to kick off our new quarterly newsletter!  Our goals are to increase awareness, inform the community of the impact of McKinney-Vento services, and share our stories with you.  Before we continue, you may want to know…

What is McKinney-Vento? McKinney-Vento is the primary piece of federal legislation dealing with the education of children and youth experiencing homelessness in U.S. public schools. It was reauthorized as Title X, Part C, of the No Child Left Behind Act in January 2002.  An excerpt from the law can be found at the column to your left.  To see a full text of the law, go here:  http://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/mv_full_text.pdf
Families with children are by most accounts among the fastest growing segments of the homeless population.  For children and youth in school, homelessness can have a devastating impact on their education.  These students often experience delays in enrollment due to lack of proper records and documentation.  Also, due to their high mobility, these children often change schools multiple times a school year.  Some estimates suggest a student may fall behind 3-6 months in their education with each move.  Many students are forced to move schools multiple times a year, putting them at risk of repeating a grade, being inappropriately placed in special education classes or dropping out of school all together.
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The main objective of McKinney-Vento and our local HELP Program is to remove educational barriers, so that homeless children and youth can be successful in school.  By assisting with transportation, immediate enrollment, academic progress, school supplies, as well as school and community collaboration, the HELP Program is able to address the unique educational challenges homeless students often face.
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The Face of Homelessness

When most people think of a homeless person, one might conjure up the image of a bum living under a bridge.  However, estimates state that, over the course of a year, between 2.3 and 3.5 million people will experience homelessness….of which between 900,000 and 1.4 million will be children
. 
According to the 2011 US Conference of Mayors Hunger and Homelessness Survey, the top reasons for homelessness were:  unemployment, lack of affordable housing, and poverty.
Consider the following questions:

· Could you ever experience a flood, fire, tornado or other natural disaster?

· Do you work in an area of the economy where your job may become obsolete?

· Could you ever suffer from a long-term illness or accident without proper health benefits or other compensations?

· Do you live in a household with only one full-time wage earner?

· Are you behind on monthly bills?

· Are housing costs in your area increasing faster than wages?

· Does anyone in your family struggle with addiction or mental illness?

· Could you ever face extreme financial difficulty without family or close friends available to come to your aid?

If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, you are not immune to homelessness!  These questions aren’t meant to alarm you, but simply to spread awareness to the fact that people experiencing homelessness are people just like us.

Homeless, Unaccompanied, and College Bound?
It’s that time of year when high school seniors are preparing their college and financial aid applications.  For most teens, attending college will be the first time in their lives they have a chance to live independently from their family.  

Now, imagine you are a teen who has lived the last year of high school in a teen shelter, living on friends’ couches, or living out of your car with no parent or guardian present in your life.  If you are an “Unaccompanied Homeless Youth” (UHY), the hope of attending college, let alone struggling to provide for your own livelihood may seem daunting, even impossible.  Without adult guidance, support, or access to their parents’ financial information, paying for college can create even more challenges for UHY.

Fortunately, federal laws provide additional support for these vulnerable students.  The College Cost Reduction and Access Act includes special provisions to remove barriers to accessing federal financial aid for college for UHY.  With proper verification, these youth can qualify as “independent students”.  
Across the United States, and locally here in Western North Carolina, it has been an important mission to identify and support those UHY who wish to go on to higher education.  The HELP Program has worked closely with the College Foundation of North Carolina, as well as other local community colleges, universities, groups and individuals to create awareness and set up support systems for college-bound youth.
Currently, a dozen Western North Carolina colleges and universities have designated at least one faculty person on campus to help support these youth as they transition to college.  With community help, we have also been able to provide “Dorm Kits” (bedding, towels, school supplies, etc.) to a number of UHY living in college residential housing.  Many of the youth we have helped are from right here in Henderson County Public Schools!
Our support for UHY going off to college continues!  To learn more about how you can help with “Dorm Kits” or our College Text Book Fund, please contact Christine Craft at ccraft@henderson.k12.nc.us
The HELP Program Crisis Closet
The HELP Program, housed at Balfour Education Center, serves all homeless families, children and youth identified in the Henderson County Public Schools.  Although our main focus is education, we also recognize that other obstacles can sometimes overshadow school issues.  The Crisis Closet is able to provide relief and supplies for families who may be financially drained or for Homeless Unaccompanied Youth who are struggling to meet their basic needs.
The HELP Program maintains the Crisis Closet, which allows families and youth to get items the same day they need them.  Our central location, ability to deliver items or give them directly to students, allows our students to get the supplies they need immediately.  Any new student who comes into our program is also given a new backpack and school supplies.  Since August 2010, we have directly assisted over 170 students with items such as school supplies, toiletries, clothes, gas cards, house hold items, toys and more!
The Crisis Closet relies on donations for all the items, with the exception of some school supplies, for which our budget allows.  We have been VERY fortunate this school year to have gained support from some very dedicated individuals, organizations, churches and businesses!  
We’d like to extend a special thanks to a few of our  donors and supporters:
( BI-LO Charities                          (Wells Fargo

(1st United Methodist Church         (Only Hope WNC

( Trinity Presbyterian Church         (Fletcher’s Lions Club
( Hendersonville Church of Christ   (The Storehouse
(Prudential Lifestyle Realty            (Balfour Baptist Church                                              ( Carolina Ladies Investment Club  ( The Healing Place                        

(Calvary Episcopal Church

Christine accepts a $5000 check 

awarded to the HELP Program 

by BI-LO Charities!  Monies from this 
grant will go directly to our Crisis Closet.
For more info on our needs and how you can help, please go to http://www.hendersoncountypublicschoolsnc.org/mckinney-vento/how-you-can-help/
60 Minutes ~ Homeless Children:  The Hard Times Generation
60 Minutes did a wonderful job of highlighting the issues of homeless children during two segments they recently aired.  Each segment shares stories of homeless children in Seminole County, Florida.  Beth Davlalos, the Seminole County homeless liaison, plays an integral role in assisting these families, and helping the children in school.  Although this takes place in Florida, many of the stories told in these videos reflect many of the same situations we see in our job every day.  Please take the time to watch.
Homeless Children:  The Hard Times Generation

http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2011/03/06/60minutes/main20038927.shtml
The Hard Times Generation:  Families Living in Cars

http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=7389750n&tag=contentBody;storyMediaBox
The Urban Institutei
NCHE, National Coalition for the Homeless




[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]



Photo by:  Fred R. Conrad, NY Times





Nationally, the average age of a homeless child is: 7


In HCPS, the average age of a homeless child is:  11 ½








Did you know?





Researchers have found that approximately 10% of children living in poverty experience homelessness each year. �
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Christine Craft


828-388-0294
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Troy Bradley
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Director of Title I and Homeless Services





Sherri Pridmore
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North Carolina


State Coordinator of Homeless Education





Lisa Phillips
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